Physician-based surveillance of occupational disease. Part II: Experience with a broader range diagnoses and physicians.
We report on a second phase of a physician-based project on occupational disease surveillance based on both sentinel health events and sentinel physicians. We included participating physicians in seven specialties and incorporated a component to assess the feasibility of using physician reporting to target work site evaluations. We identified 36 patients whose illnesses were probably or possibly work-related. We found that both patients and physicians were reluctant to request workplace evaluations.